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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 17197 September 17, 2001 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Monday, September 17, 2001 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CULBERSON). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 17, 2001. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN 
ABNEY CULBERSON to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Blessed be God forever. 
Lord God, king of heaven and earth, 

we praise You and we thank You for 
gathering the people of this Nation in 
prayer during these past days. The 
prayerful Friday of national remem-
brance, the Sabbath and the celebra-
tion of the Lord’s day have strength-
ened us in Your spirit. 

We are grateful for those around the 
world who are one with us, as we hum-
bly pay tribute to the thousands whose 
lives were shattered by the terrorist 
attack on America. 

We unite ourselves through prayer 
with all those of the Jewish faith who 
begin their holy days this evening. 

May the events of this past week be 
seared into our common memory and 
forged into our hearts, ever deepening 
our spiritual awakening. 

May our actions which flow from 
prayer today be determined forthright 
and just. 

Be present to us, Lord, as we return 
to some routine, knowing that the 
times demand of us all alertness, cour-
age and renewed commitment to the 
American way of life. 

As we thank You for the freedom to 
worship across this land, we beg of You 
the grace to seize every opportunity, to 
strengthen one another in unity and to 
be of service to our country. 

Blessed be God, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the Speaker 
signed the following enrolled joint res-
olution on Friday, September 14, 2001: 

S.J. Res. 23, to authorize the use of United 
States Armed Forces against those respon-
sible for the recent attacks launched against 
the United States. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2001 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at noon on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 19, 2001. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that the busi-
ness in order under the Calendar 
Wednesday rule be dispensed with on 
Wednesday next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CHALLENGE FACING AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ROHRABACHER) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, it 
is in deep sadness that I rise today to 
speak to my colleagues and to set down 
a record that is, I believe, necessary to 
understand the horrible loss that we 
have suffered. 

During these last few days, most of 
us have experienced a deep and painful 

sadness. Now that sadness, rightfully, 
is turning into anger. It is anger, as it 
should be, at those who perpetrated 
this monstrous crime against us; and 
those people who committed this crime 
will feel the wrath of the American 
people, a wrath that has not so been 
unleashed since Pearl Harbor. 

We must and we will avenge our 
countrymen. Anyone with a hand or 
even a finger in this mass slaughter of 
innocent Americans will pay the ulti-
mate price. We do this because it is our 
duty, and nothing will deter us. 

One note of warning, Mr. Speaker: we 
must not permit our rage, and there is 
rage in my soul and the soul of all of 
our fellow Americans, but we must not 
let this rage lead to actions that will 
strengthen the hand of the fanatic ter-
rorists with whom we now do battle. 
These monsters are counting on us to 
strike out blindly and to attack people 
who are our potential allies and 
friends, thus alienating them and turn-
ing them into enemies. 

What bin Laden wants is for the 
United States, us, to turn this into a 
battle between us, the United States, 
and every Muslim in the world. He 
wants to push the world’s Muslims, 
into his camp. We must not do that, 
and, in order not to, we must have a re-
straint and fortitude on our part so 
that we can guard against that out-
come as we seek our retribution 
against the terrorists who have com-
mitted such a crime against us. 

Thus, as we proceed to do our duty, 
we must recognize that there are Mus-
lims throughout the world who are on 
our side. These people, too, have been 
victimized by these terrorists and 
gangsters. We need to reach out and 
enlist freedom-loving Muslim people in 
the world to join us; and especially we 
must recognize that the many Muslim- 
Americans, our fellow citizens, are 
with us and feel even a greater sorrow 
for the despicable crime that has been 
committed against us, because they, 
too, are us, the United States. 

Our greatest strength as a Nation is 
that America is a land of people of all 
races and religions and ethnic groups. 
At the prayer service at our National 
Cathedral, all faiths, including Islam, 
were represented; and we can be very 
proud of that. Now is the time for all of 
us to stand together. 

So how is it that this land of liberty, 
this free and open society, should be-
come the target of such hatred that it 
led to the slaughter of thousands of 
helpless, innocent, kind-hearted, work-
ing American people? Those folks were 
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